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WHO’S WHO

Mel Johnson Jr. (Douglass) most recently starred in the critically acclaimed, 20th anniversary production of DRIVING MISS DAISY at Hartford Theatre Works. On Broadway he starred in Maurice Hines’ production of HOT FEET, Mufasa in THE LION KING, Bob Fosse’s BIG DEAL, THE RINK with Liza Minnelli and Chita Rivera, EUBIE! and ON THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. His national tours/Off-Broadway credits include ROAD SHOW (Public Theater), JELLY’S LAST JAM, THE BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (Encores!), VENUS AND SPELL #7 (Public Theatre), HAMLET (Roundabout Theatre), RAP MASTER RONNIE, SHAKESPEARE’S CABARET, LOVE LOVE LOVE and DO LORD REMEMBER ME (American Place Theatre).  His extensive regional theatre work includes RAISIN (Crossroads Theatre), OLDTIMERS GAME (Actors Theatre of Louisville), HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN FILM (Hartford Stage Co.), SIZWE BANZI IS DEAD (ACT Seattle) and TAMING OF THE SHREW (Virginia Museum Theatre).  Among his notable film work was co-starring with Arnold Schwarzenegger as Benny in TOTAL RECALL, AMERICAN BLUE NOTE, INTIMATE STRANGERS and IN THE SHADOW OF THE COBRA.  On Television Mr. Johnson was a series regular on David Lynch’s ON THE AIR and guest starred on a variety of shows, among them STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE, THE PRACTICE, FRESH PRINCE OF BEL AIR, and the miniseries LIBERTY.  While in Los Angeles, Mr. Johnson was the artistic Director of the award winning arts organization THE IMAGINATION WORKSHOP.  His other directing credits include the Los Angeles production of GIVE ‘EM HELL HARRY Starring Jason Alexander and the national tour of ROBERT E. LEE - SHADES OF GRAY starring Tom Dugan.

Tom Dugan (Writer/Director) and Mel Johnson Jr. have been collaborating in the Theatre for over twenty years. Tom’s first two plays, directed by Mr. Johnson, OSACR TO OSCAR an autobiographical comedy and the Civil War drama ROBERT E. LEE – SHADES OF GRAY received rave reviews and the latter continues to play to sold out theatres across the country. FREDERICK DOUGLASS - IN THE SHADOW OF SLAVERY marks a departure for the two with Mr. Dugan in the director’s chair and Mel playing the title character. Mr. Dugan’s other directed credits include THE SERVANT OF TWO MASTERS, GREATER TUNA, A FLEE IN HER EAR and SORRY WRONG NUMBER. As an actor Tom’s TV and film credits include; BONES, FRIENDS, CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM, EVEN STEVENS,  THE PRACTICE, CHICAGO HOPE, JUST SHOOT ME,  DAVE, KINDERGARTEN COP, THE NAKED GUN and MARKED FOR DEATH. His regional theatre work includes starring roles in THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER, MISERY, AMADEUS, DUBLIN CAROL, ON GOLDEN POND and the national tour of his new one man drama NAZI HUNTER – SIMON WIESENHAL.
Kate Barrett (Stage Manager) has been hanging around backstage since she was old enough to hold a hammer. She has stage managed on 3 continents and performed all manner of stage craft wizardry across the United States. Currently residing in Southern California she has served as stage manager for A Noise Within, and the Torrance Theatre Company. She has also stage managed and provided orchestrations for more than 40 original musicals for Golden State Theatre in La Mirada. She has been the Technical Director for the Whittier Center Theatre for more than 20 years. Her recent lighting designs have included BYE BYE BIRDIE, MAN OF LA MANCHA, THE TEMPEST, THE NUTCRACKER and the national tour of NAZI HUNTER SIMON WIESENTHAL.
There will be one intermission.
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